
26th Congress, 

ls£ Session. 
Rep. No. 137. Ho. of Reps. 

SARAH OAKLEY. 
[To accompany bill H. R. No. 147.] 

March 5, 1840. 

Mr. Hand* from the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, made the fol¬ 
lowing 

REPORT: 

The Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, to whom was referred the 
'petition of Sarah Oakley, ask leave to report: 

That the petitioner proves that she became the wife of Cornelius Oak¬ 
ley about the year 1789 ; that the said Cornelius Oakley died on the 12th 
day of January, 1805; that she still remains his widow ; that the said Cor¬ 
nelius Oakley, in the year 1776, became warmly engaged in the partisan 
warfare carried on upon the river Hudson and the adjoining country, and 
so [continued until the year 1783; that he often acted as guide to the 
American army, drew rations, had his quarters at headquarters, was in sev¬ 
eral severe skirmishes, and was distinguished for his daring and bravery; 
that his name was not enrolled in the army, but that he was with the army 
and rendered much service. 

Your committee are aware that to grant a pension in this case may be 
deemed introducing a novel principle, but they think these services analo¬ 
gous to those of spies, and, in this case, of a strictly military character. 

Your committee, therefore, consider this a case calling for the favorable 
consideration of Congress, and, therefore, beg leave to report a bill in favor 
of the petitioner. 
Blair & Rives, printers. 
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